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Lawmakers file bills targeting educators who join professional associations 

ATPE says politically motivated bills aim to stifle pro-public education advocacy 

AUSTIN, Texas — Today, Sen. Joan Huffman (R-Houston) filed a bill, Senate Bill 13, to prohibit certain 

public employees from using payroll deduction for voluntary payments of their professional association 

dues. It’s a repeat effort for Huffman after her similar bill, mostly targeting educators, was stopped in 

2015. Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick praised the bill filed today, issuing a statement that it represented one of his 

top priorities to “ensure taxpayer funds are not used to support the collection of union dues.”  

The bill as filed applies specifically to education employees. It exempts firefighters, police officers, and 

EMS workers, who would be allowed to continue to use payroll deduction for payments to unions and 

professional associations under Huffman’s bill. A related bill has been filed in the House by Rep. Sarah 

Davis (R-Houston). 

ATPE, the state’s largest professional organization representing public educators in Texas, issued a 

statement decrying the bill and the lieutenant governor’s misleading statement. “ATPE believes this latest 

politically motivated attack, through the filing of a meritless and unnecessary piece of legislation, is an 

insult to hardworking public school employees. Educators should not be punished simply for choosing to 

spend their own money to join associations that oppose vouchers and other misguided ‘priorities’ of the 

lieutenant governor,” said ATPE Executive Director Gary Godsey. ATPE is not a union, nor is it affiliated 

with any national union, and it has long supported the right to work in Texas.  

Educators use payroll deduction for a host of purposes, ranging from insurance premiums to membership 

dues and donations to charitable organizations. Contrary to the lieutenant governor’s implication, payroll 

deduction does not require any taxpayer expense. “State law already allows school districts to charge 

professional associations a fee for any costs that might arise as a result of offering their employees this 

safe and convenient method of payment,” said Godsey. “The lieutenant governor’s attempt to convince 

voters that taxpayer dollars are somehow attached to payroll deduction simply illustrates how misleading 

and politically motivated this bill really is. Its true purpose is merely to try to silence the voices of 

educators.” 

### 

The Association of Texas Professional Educators (ATPE) has been a strong voice for Texas educators since 1980. It is the leading educators’ 

association in Texas with more than 100,000 members statewide. With its strong collaborative philosophy, ATPE speaks for classroom teachers, 

administrators, future, retired and para-educators and works to create better opportunities for 5 million public schoolchildren. ATPE is the ally and the 

voice of Texas public education. 
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