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The Association of Texas Professional Educators (ATPE) is the preeminent educator association 

in Texas that, with a strong collaborative philosophy, speaks for classroom teachers, 

administrators, paraprofessionals, and teacher trainees. We work to create better 

opportunities for 5 million public schoolchildren. ATPE is a member-owned, member-governed 

professional association with more than 100,000 members, making it the leading educators’ 

association in Texas and the largest independent association for public school educators in the 

nation. ATPE appreciates the opportunity to offer the following comments on the proposed 

new rule 19 TAC Chapter 102, Subchapter AA, Commissioner’s Rules Concerning Early 

Childhood Education Programs, Section 102.1003, High-Quality Prekindergarten Grant 

Programs, and commends the agency on moving forward with the implementation of 

additional financial support for high quality early childhood education programs.  

§102.1003 (a) 

Because funding for this program is limited and the amounts of each award will be based on the 

total number of applicants, ATPE recommends, in addition to the full application process, 

requiring school districts and charter schools to preregister their intent to apply for funding for 

an upcoming school year by a cutoff date. Further, ATPE recommends establishing a timeline by 

which the Texas Education Agency (TEA) will inform preregistered potential applicants what the 

minimal award under the program would be (assuming that all preregistered applicants go on 

to successfully complete a full application). This information would give school districts and 

charter schools a better understanding of the amount of funding they could expect to receive 

(prior to incurring any costs associated with programmatic changes that might be necessary in 

order to apply for and receive funding under this program). Allowing districts and charters to 

knowledgably plan their resource allocation with a higher degree of information and certainty 

promotes better stewardship of limited education dollars.  

§102.1003 (d) 

ATPE believes that granting school districts maximum flexibility in choosing how to measure 

state-determined student success metrics and avoiding the appearance of preferential 



treatment of one or a limited number of vendors are both highly advantageous goals. In light of 

that fact, TEA should allow grantees to choose vendor(s) either on or outside of the 

commissioner’s list to monitor progress in the content areas listed in subsection (d)(1). In the 

event that a grantee chooses to use one or more vendors not found on the commissioner’s list, 

the grantee should be required to maintain and/or submit adequate documentation that the 

tools provided by a grantee’s chosen vendor are sufficient to accurately and efficiently measure 

a student’s progress in the academic areas listed in subsection (d)(1).  

§102.1003 (e) 

ATPE has long advocated for increasing standards associated with the training, certification, and 

assignment of education professionals. Teachers are by far the most impactful school-based 

input on a student’s educational attainment. As such, we agree with the rationale behind the 

rules in subsection (e) requiring a higher degree of specialized training in early childhood 

education in order to be assigned to an early childhood classroom setting in a high quality 

program. We understand that there may be some additional costs associated with this 

requirement. However, we feel that grant dollars attached to this program should be used to 

cover precisely this type of expense. With that in mind, we encourage TEA to clearly indicate, 

directly in the rule language, that paying for teacher training is an allowable expenditure of 

funds by school districts and charter schools under this program, regardless of whether those 

dollars are used to facilitate educators in acquiring a Child Development Associate (CDA) 

credential or simply to cover the cost of additional professional development that can be 

substituted for a CDA.  

§102.1003 (g) 

Reporting the results of prekindergarten assessment instruments and kindergarten readiness 

instruments at the student or even classroom level is a dangerous path to go down considering 

the state’s history with assessment-based accountability systems and use of assessment data to 

make questionable assumptions. Limiting access to individual student assessment results to 

education researchers and maintaining district-level aggregate data only at the agency level 

might be a more prudent safeguard for ensuring appropriate use and interpretation of the data.   

 

Thank you again for your consideration of our comments on the proposed commissioner’s rules 

with regard to the High Quality Prekindergarten Grant Program. For additional information, 

contact the ATPE Governmental Relations department at government@atpe.org or (512) 467-

0071. 
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