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SBOE votes in favor of teacher quality  
State Board of Education sides with ATPE, vetoes SBEC decision 

 

AUSTIN, Texas — Today the State Board of Education (SBOE) sided with the Association of Texas 
Professional Educators (ATPE) and voted 12-3 to reject a State Board for Educator Certification 
(SBEC) rule that establishes minimum qualifications for entrance into the teaching profession. Under 
the rule, educator preparation programs are allowed to admit prospective teachers who have a 2.5 
GPA overall or in their last 60 hours of college coursework. ATPE and others have called for SBEC 
to raise the GPA standard, and today’s SBOE vote will force the certification board to revisit the rule 
and at least consider increasing the requirement. 
 
“Today’s SBOE vote is yet another sign that it’s time for Texas to get serious about preparing our 
teachers for success,” ATPE Executive Director Gary Godsey said. “When we allow programs to set 
their entrance bar too low, we deny teachers the respect they deserve as professionals tasked with 
one of the most important jobs around – educating our children.” 

A 2013 bill by the Texas Legislature required SBEC to review its rules for educator preparation, 
including the minimum criteria for becoming a teacher. In August, SBEC voted against raising the 
GPA requirement. 

The SBOE is required to review SBEC rulemaking actions, including the certification board’s recent 
decision not to increase its minimum GPA requirement. Two-thirds of the SBOE voted to reject the 
SBEC GPA rule this afternoon, which will force SBEC to reconsider the matter.  

ATPE and other critics say the entrance standards are too low to ensure that teachers are prepared 
to face the rigors of the classroom, especially when Texas' alternative certification laws allow 
individuals to be employed full-time as teachers before completing their training and passing state 
certification exams. The association believes that raising the entrance standards will increase the 
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prestige of the education profession in Texas and entice more of the best and brightest students to 
pursue teaching as a career. 

Influencing the decision: 

In addition to testimony by ATPE and other interested stakeholders, the board’s decision was 
influenced by a letter this week from the author of the bill, Rep. Mike Villarreal (D-San Antonio), 
pertaining to the GPA requirement. In the letter, Villarreal wrote that the legislative intent of the bill 
was for the state board to require a minimum 2.75 GPA overall for educator preparation candidates.  

 
### 

The Association of Texas Professional Educators (ATPE) has been a strong voice for Texas educators since 1980. It is the leading 
educators’ association in Texas with more than 100,000 members statewide. With its strong collaborative philosophy, ATPE speaks 
for classroom teachers, administrators, future, retired and para-educators and works to create better opportunities for 5 million 
public schoolchildren. ATPE is the ally and the voice of Texas public education. 


